
U S  Army Corps 
of Engineers 
New York District 
Jacob K. Javits Federal Building 
New York, N.Y. 10278-0090 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

In replying refer to: 
Public Notice Number:2005-00071-YN 

Issue Date: October 14 .  2005 - - - - - - - ~, - - - -  
A n N :  Regulatory Branch Expiration Date: November 1 4 ,  2005 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The New York District, Colps of Engineers has received an application for a Department of the Army 
permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344). 

APPLICANT: Bethlehem Central School District 
90 Adans Street 
Delmar, NY 12054 

ACTIVITY: Discharge fill material into waters of the United States to facilitate construction of a 
new elementary school, expansion of an existing transportation facility, and the 
addition of two athletic fields to the existing high school. 

WATERWAY: Wetlands associated with the Philipin Kill, in the Hudson River watershed 

LOCATION: Town of Bethlehem, Albany County, New York 

A detailed description and plans of the applicant's activity are enclosed to assist in your review 

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact, including 
cumulative impacts, of the proposed activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national 
concern for both protection and utilization of important resources. The benefits which reasonably may 
be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. 
All factors which may be relevant to the proposal wiIl be considered including the cumulative effects 
thereof; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, 
historical properties, fish and wildlife values, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion 
and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation. water quality, energy needs, safety, food and 
fiber production, mineral needs. consideration of property ownership and& general the needs and welfare 
of the people. 

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting co~mnents from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies and 
officials: Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this 
proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Colps of Engineers to determine 
whether to issue, modib,  condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this decision, comments 
are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties. water quality, general 
environmental effects, and the other public interest factors Iisted above. Comments are used in 
preparation of an Environmental Assessment andlor an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the 
National Environmental Policy Act. Cormnents are also used to determine the need for a public hearing 
and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity. 

.AI.I.C'OJ1J1ES'I S REG.ARI>IYGTHE I'ER\111 .APPI.IC':\TION JlI!ST BE PK[:P.AK[:L) IY \VKIIING 

.ASL) M.AII.[:L) I0 KE.AC'tl THIS OFFIC'f: BEFORE I tll: ENPIKATIOY L).A'I E 01: '1 HIS S\'OTIC'[:, 
otherwise, it will be presumed that there are no objections to the activity 
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Any person may request, in writing, before this public notice expires, that a public hearing be held to 
collect information necessary to consider this application. Requests for public hearings shall state, with 
particularity, the reasons why a public hearing should be held. It should be noted that information 
submitted by mail is considered just as carefully in the permit decision process and bears the same weight 
as that furnished at a public hearing. 

Our preliminary determination is that the activity for which authorization is sought herein is not likely 
to affect any Federally endangered or threatened species or their critical habitat. However, pursuant to 
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1531), the District Engineer is consulting with the 
appropriate Federal agency to determine the presence of and potential impacts to listed species in the 
project area or their critical habitat. 

Based upon a review of the latest published version of the National Register of Historic Places, there are 
no known sites eligible for, or included in, the Register within the perinit area. Presently unknown 
archeological, scientific, prehistorical, or historical data may be lost by work accomplished under the 
required permit. 

Reviews of activities pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will include application of the 
guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, under authority 
of Section 404 (b) of the Clean Water Act and the applicant will obtain a water quality certificate or 
waiver from the appropriate state agency in accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act prior 
to a permit decision. 

In addition to any required water quality certificate, the applicant has obtained or requested the following 
governmental authorization for the activity under consideration: 

NYSDEC - SPEDES 
NYS Education Dept. - Building Pennit 
Town of Bethlehem - Water District approval 

It is requested that you communicate the foregoing information concerning the activity to any persons 
known by you to be interested and who did not receive a copy of this notice. If you have any questions 
concerning this application, you may contact the Albany Field Office at (518) 273-8593 and ask for Heidi 
Firstencel. 

For more information on New York District Corps of Engineers programs, visit our website at 
http://www.nan.usace.army.mil 
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WORK DESCRIPTION 

The applicant, Bethlehem Central School District. has requested Department of the Army 
authorization to discharge fill material into 4.95 acres of waters of the United States to facilitate 
the following: 

1) construction of a new elementary school; 

2) the expansion of an existing transportation center facility; and 

3) the addition of two playing fields at the existing Bethlehem Central High School 

The site for the new elementary school is 21.69 acres in size and is located on the west side of 
Van Dyke Road, across from the Bethlehem Central High School. A tributary to the Philipin 
Kill runs along the western boundary of this site. The High School and transportation center 
are located on a 135-acre site with frontage along Van Dyke Road, Delaware Avenue, and Elm 
Avenue. All sites are located within the Town of Bethlehem in Albany County, New York. 

The new elementary school would be a two-story structure with a footprint of approximately 
25,200 square feet. It would contain 12 classrooms, 1 art room, 1 music room, a library, gym, 
cafeteria, office and other instructional support spaces. The site would be developed to 
accommodate parking for 10 buses and 73 cars. The elementary school ground would also 
include approximately 2.3 acres of playground and play fields. The site is being developed to 
allow for a future expansion of the school to a total of 22 classrooms, which would be an 
additional footprint area of approximately 9,400 square feet. Construction of the new 
elementary school is scheduled to begin in April 2007 and ready for use by the beginning of 
school in the fall of 2008. The expansion is not planned at this time but would be constructed 
when the district's enrollment requires. The total impacts to waters of the United States that 
would occur as part of the construction of the new elementary school and attendant features, 
including the future expansion, would be the loss of 3.05 acres of wetlands. 

The existing bus transportation center facility currently supports 123 buses and 110 employees. 
The expansion of this facility would include adequate additional parking for a total of 160 buses 
and 188 cars, the addition of another maintenance bay, extension of existing maintenance bays 
and the construction of a bus wash facility. Total impacts to waters of the United States that 
would occur as part of the expansion of the transportation center would include the loss of 0.45 
acres of wetlands. 

The additional playing fields proposed for the High School would be 2.29 and 1.86 acres in size, 
and used primarily for soccer and lacrosse. Additional parking for 60 cars would also be 
included as part of the playing fields project. The high school currently has 10 athletic fields, 
and has a total enrollment of 1,710 students with a projected peak enrolment over the next ten 
years of 1,853 in 2012. Total impacts to waters of the United States that would occur to 
construct the additional playing fields and parking would include the loss of 1.45 acres of 
wetlands. 
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The purpose for the proposed activities would be to construct appropriate facilities to meet the 
needs of the expanding student population on a district-wide basis in accordance with the NYS 
Education Department requirements. 

The applicant is proposing mitigation to include the establishment of 4.48 acres of wetlands and 
the preservation of 9.85 acres of wetlands and adjacent buffer along stream corridors within the 
school-owned property. 
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Figure 1 - Site Location 
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